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CONCERT PERFORMED FOR THE COMMUNITY 
Free Concert in Celebration of National Char ter  Schools Week 
 
FORT WORTH, TX –The Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts will present John Rutter’s Mass of the Children  as a 
special gift to the community on May 9th, 2008 in conjunction with National Charter School Week (May 5-9). The 
school is home to the Texas Boys Choir, the Singing Girls of Texas and the Children’s Choir of Texas which will 
perform separate sections of music. Joining the performance will be alumni, Kendell Pinkney (’05 graduate) who is 
finishing his junior year at Oberlin Conservatory studying Jewish literature and Rocio Dressler (’06 graduate), she is 
finishing her sophomore year as a vocal performance major at Oklahoma City University. 
 
The performance will be at University Christian Church located at 2720 South University Drive (Fort Worth 76109) 
at 7:30 pm. To have an additional impact on the community, audience members are asked to bring canned goods 
for admission. The canned goods will support the church’s canned food drive for the South Central Alliance of 
Churches (www.fwscac.org). For more information, visit www.texasboyschoir.org or call 817.924.1482.   
 
Artistic Director Mark Stamper said, “For the past 7 years, Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts has been taking shape 
and looking to the future. This work represents many long hours of rehearsal and great performances that have 
molded our choral department. These hours are not only representative of the current work, but also of the legacy 
and our history as a fine arts school. I believe this is one of our greatest achievements. We give a lot of energy to 
each performing ensemble at our school, but it will be in this evening, that all of our efforts for the past 7 years will 
be brought to fruition.”  
 
The Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts was founded in 2001 as a public charter school with an emphasis on the arts 
in education. While based at the school, the Texas Boys Choir and the Singing Girls of Texas can be booked for a 
variety of performances. The Texas Boys Choir (www.texasboyschoir.org) is currently led by Interim Artistic 
Director, Mark Stamper and Associate Artistic Director, Aimee Hurst. Mr. Stamper is also the Artistic Director for the 
Singing Girls of Texas. Victor Johnson leads the Children’s Choir of Texas. 
 
Mass of the Children  
 
Mass of the Children is a major work of English composer John Rutter. It is a non-liturgical Missa brevis, with the 
traditional Latin and Greek Mass text interwoven with several English poems. "Mass of the Children" consists of five 
movements: 
 
   1. Kyrie 
   2. Gloris 
   3. Sanctus et Benedictus 
   4. Agnus Dei 
   5. Finale (Dona nobis pacem) 
 
The Finale uses additional text from the Agnus Dei as well as two prayer adaptations by Rutter and a poem by 
Thomas Ken. Another of Ken©s poems was incorporated into the Kyrie, and a poem by William Blake is interwoven 
with the Agnus Dei. 
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The mission of the Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts is to provide a structured environment for the development of world-class 
artists. Essential to this development is artistic training in an accredited academic institution where experienced teachers instill 
the qualities of self-discipline, self-confidence, decorum, patriotism, and leadership. The academy is an open enrollment 
charter school. Students entering grades 3 to 12, who live in the north central Texas area, are able to attend. Students are 
admitted regardless of income, race, sex, or disability. The school is built on the Texas Boys Choir's tradition of excellence in 
education and performing arts. 


